Report of the “2nd Health and Human Rights” State level Training in Kannada

Three-day orientation course was held from 19th to 21st August, 2008 at Indian Social Institute (ISI) for the health activists of Karnataka state. The main objective of the course was to strengthen the Janarogya Andolana activists to understand health and human rights and build a strong cadre for the movement to realize health as a fundamental human right. 
Participants: There were 29 participants of whom 18 were men and 11 women from 13 districts (Bellary, Belgaum, Bidar, Bagalkot, Gadag, Gulbarga, Koppal, Chamarajanagar, Chitradurga, Davangere, Raichur, Tumkur and Bangalore Urban). 
Sessions: Three days were organized on three modules 
· Module I - Health, health rights and health system, 
· Module II- Whatever happened to Health for all by 2000 – and why? 
· Module III- To recapture health rights. 
The modules covered the topics such as to understand rights, health rights, primary health care, health systems, globalization, liberalization and privatization and its impact on health, patents and drugs, Novartis and other campaigns and role of various health movements in the country and the globe were discussed. NRHM and community monitoring and planning and the role of NGOs and CBOs were stressed to the participants. Methodology included discussions, group discussions, audio-video media, songs, etc. 

Resource Persons: Sharadha Dabade (Jagruti), Prasanna (Aid-India), Prof. Abdul Aziz (Retd. ISEC), Akila Vasan (FRHLS) Dr. Janardhan (Basic Needs), Obalesh (JAAK) and CHC team members (Premdas, Vinay and Sudhamani). 
 Participants actively interacted through out the training. On the third day region wise groups were formed to discuss, strategise and chalk out action plans. 

Follow up and Action Plan: The groups charted out programmes for the next two months. Group I (Bidar, Gulbarga, Raichur, and Bagalkot) 
They decided to carry out the following actions immediately- to conduct a survey to see whether VHSC are formed or not, if not formed pressurise the concerned authorities to do it immediately. Survey of PHCs and sub-centres will be done to assess its status, give awareness about the various programmes like JSY etc to the community and put RTI applications to get information about it, letter campaign to be done and recording of health denial cases to be started.
Group II (Bellary, Belgaum, Gadag and Koppal) District-wise action plans were made.

 In Bellary (Hospet) a research will be carried out about the status of the PHCs and invite Gadag team to train members on NRHM and community monitoring process. In Gadag already 15 villages have been covered under the CMP process, they would negotiate with the CEO and try to cover another 65 villages under CMP. 

Belgaum representatives would conduct a survey about the PHCs, sub-centres, ANM services, drug availability to people and to check whether VHSCs are formed or not. Initially it will be done in four PHCs and in ten villages. 

Koppal district members were already involved in mental health issues and now they would also look into health as a whole and collect information on VHSCs, PHCs, Sub-centres, general hospitals at taluk and district level, use RTI to get more information and their kalajatha team will be utilized to disseminate and create awareness to people about NRHM and CMP. 

Group III- (Tumkur, Davangere, Chitradurga and Bangalore Urban- slum)
In group III common issues were identified and strategised to do the following. Recording of denial cases, to write at least 100 letters to the authorities to start NUHM (urban health), urdu pamphlet on health rights will be made and disseminated, survey will be done to check whether VHSCs are formed or not, if not formed to form and to check about the release of untied fund, to talk about health in the gram sabhas, information dissemination to illiterates through SHGs, Madhugiri to be surveyed about VHSCs and CMP, some of them would be resource persons, to look at the entitlements and inform the officials regarding non-accessibility of it, Bangalore members to follow up with food and civil supplies department regarding the supply of quality food grains and to establish committees to check about it, similarly with the BWSSB regarding safe drinking water.
Finally suggestions were given to the participants to start letter campaign, at least 100 letters from each district to the concerned authorities regarding the status of the health centres and denials with in 15 days. Addresses of CM, Health Secretary, NRHM- Mission Director, Lokayukta were given to the participants.






